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Sentiment Toward Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in Union Budget
Speeches (FY2019-FY2026) - Consolidated Analysis
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DAPST/STC
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MINISTRY OF
TRIBAL
AFFAIRS

BUDGET (RS.
CRORE)

KEY INITIATIVES
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FY2019
Data not

consolidated

Umbrella
Programme

for
Development
of STs (Rs.

11,900 crore)

FY2020

EMRS
expansion to
740 schools
by 2022

FY2021

Post Matric
Scholarship
revamp (Rs.
59,048 crore
over 5 years)

FY2022
Data not
specified

EMRS unit
cost increased
to Rs. 38-48
crore; PMS-SC
Rs. 35,219
crore

FY2023
 (RE

FY2020-21)

Financial
support for

SC/ST farmers
in agro-
forestry

FY2024
Approx.

13,000.00
(implied)

PM-JANMAN
(Rs. 24,104
crore); PM
Janjatiya

Unnat Gram
Abhiyan
(63,000
villages)

FY2025
Data not
specified

PM Janjatiya
Unnat Gram
Abhiyan (5
crore tribal

people); EMRS
Rs. 6,399
crore

1,90,297.00 5,300.14

85,000.00 53,700.00 6,847.89

83,256.62 78,256.31 7,524.87

126,344.20 52,024.23

82,707.51
87,585.00 8,407.00

1,42,342.36 1,19,509.87

1,24,908.00 13,000.00
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Key Insights

Overall Sentiment Evolution (FY2019-FY2026)

The sentiment toward Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in Union Budget Speeches from

FY2019 to FY2026 has been consistently positive and progressively strengthening, characterized
by substantial year-on-year increases in budgetary allocations, launch of transformative flagship

programs, and comprehensive multi-sectoral interventions across education, health, livelihood,

infrastructure, and social justice.

Transformative Educational Initiatives

Education emerged as a cornerstone of SC and ST welfare across all budget years, with

unprecedented investments in infrastructure, scholarships, and quality enhancement.
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Explicit Recognition: From FY2021 onwards, Finance Ministers directly acknowledged SC and
ST communities in Budget Speech opening statements, positioning their welfare as central to
India's development vision

Exponential Funding Growth: DAPST allocation increased from Rs. 1,90,297 crore (FY2019) to
Rs. 1,27,434.20 crore (FY2026), representing a five-fold increase since FY2013-14

DAPSC Expansion: Allocations grew from Rs. 83,256.62 crore (FY2021) to Rs. 1,42,342.36
crore (FY2024), with utilization rates improving to 90.85%

Ministry of Tribal Affairs Budget: Increased from Rs. 5,300.14 crore (FY2019) to Rs. 13,000
crore (FY2025), representing a 145% increase

Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS): Expanded from 285 functional schools with
73,391 students (FY2020) to 479 functional schools with 138,336 students (FY2026)

Unit Cost Enhancement: EMRS unit cost increased from Rs. 20 crore to Rs. 38-48 crore
(FY2022), demonstrating commitment to world-class infrastructure

Target Achievement: Government set ambitious target of 750 EMRS schools by 2022, with
728 schools approved by FY2026

Staffing Commitment: Announced recruitment of 38,800 teachers and support staff for 740
EMRS to serve 3.5 lakh tribal students (FY2024)

Post Matric Scholarship Revolution: Complete revamp with Rs. 59,048 crore investment over
5 years (FY2021) to benefit 4 crore SC students, with Central share increased almost four
times

Funding Pattern Change: Shifted from committed liability to fixed 60:40 sharing (90:10 for NE
States), ensuring predictable Central support
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Flagship Livelihood and Economic Empowerment Programs

The government launched and scaled multiple flagship programs focused on sustainable

livelihoods, entrepreneurship, and economic empowerment for SC and ST communities.

Landmark Mission-Mode Interventions

The government launched three transformative mission-mode programs representing the most

comprehensive approach to tribal development in India's history.

PM-JANMAN (Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan) - FY2024

PM Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan - FY2025

Beneficiary Growth: Post-Matric Scholarship beneficiaries increased from 52.80 lakh
(FY2019-20) to 60.00 lakh (FY2020-21), reaching 13.56 lakh in FY2023-24

National Overseas Scholarship: SC students sent abroad increased from 59 (FY2018-19) to
140 (FY2022-23), with budget allocation rising from Rs. 15 crore to Rs. 50 crore (RE)

SHRESHTA Scheme: 2,564 students admitted in 142 private residential schools with Rs. 30.55
crore reimbursed (FY2024)

Van Dhan Vikas Kendras: Scaled from 3,110 Kendras with 9.27 lakh beneficiaries (FY2023) to
3,958 Kendras with 11.83 lakh beneficiaries (FY2024), generating business of Rs. 41 crore

MSP for Minor Forest Produce: Expanded from initial items to 87 MFP items by FY2022,
providing enhanced income opportunities to tribal gatherers

Stand Up India Scheme: Extended to 2025 with reduced margin money (from 25% to 15%)
and expanded scope to include agriculture-allied activities

NSFDC Support: Disbursed Rs. 7,648.89 crore to 85.90 lakh SC households (as of June 2023),
with Rs. 274.26 crore for skill training benefiting 1.88 lakh beneficiaries

NSTFDC Loans: Provided Rs. 1,343.06 crore to 2.56 lakh ST beneficiaries (FY2019-20 to
October 2023)

Venture Capital Fund for SC: Corpus of Rs. 683.18 crore supporting 166 SC-owned companies
with Rs. 430.10 crore sanctioned

Adivasi Mahila Sashaktikaran Yojana: Exclusive scheme for tribal women providing loans up
to Rs. 2 lakh at 4% interest

Total Outlay: Rs. 24,104 crore (Central: Rs. 15,336 crore, State: Rs. 8,768 crore)

Coverage: 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) across 18 states and 1 UT

Key Deliverables: 4.90 lakh pucca houses, 8,000 km roads, piped water to 4.90 lakh
households, 1,000 Mobile Medical Units, 500 hostels, 2,500 Anganwadi Centers, 1,000
Multipurpose Centers, 57,000 household energization, 1,00,000 solar systems, 500 Van Dhan
Vikas Kendras, 3,000 mobile towers

Implementation: 11 critical interventions through 9 line Ministries

Coverage: 63,000 villages benefitting 5 crore tribal people

Focus: Saturation coverage for tribal families in tribal-majority villages and aspirational
districts

Approach: Comprehensive development across education, health, infrastructure, and
livelihood
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Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan (DAJGUA) - FY2026

Area-Based Development Schemes

The government implemented comprehensive area-based development schemes targeting villages

with significant SC and ST populations.

Housing and Infrastructure Development

Massive infrastructure development initiatives ensured basic amenities reached SC and ST
households across rural and urban India.

Skill Development and Employment Generation

Comprehensive skill development initiatives aimed at enhancing employability and creating

sustainable livelihood opportunities for SC and ST youth.

Launch Date: October 2, 2024 by Prime Minister

Total Outlay: Rs. 79,156 crore (Central: Rs. 56,333 crore, State: Rs. 22,823 crore)

Coverage: 63,843 villages across 549 districts and 2,911 blocks in 30 States/UTs

Beneficiaries: More than 5 crore tribals over 5 years

Implementation: 25 interventions by 17 line Ministries

Objective: Saturate infrastructural gaps, improve access to health, education, Anganwadi
facilities, and provide livelihood opportunities

Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAAGY): Covering 36,428 villages with at least
50% ST population and 500 STs, with Rs. 7,276 crore allocation over 5 years (FY2021-26)

Per Village Allocation: Rs. 20.38 lakh per village for gap-filling activities across 10 critical
domains

Funds Released: Rs. 2,205.21 crore released to States by FY2024

Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAGY) for SC: Revised in October 2018 with Rs.
1,282.22 crore Central Assistance provided

Focus Areas: Drinking water, sanitation, education, health, social security, livelihood, housing,
roads, and electrification

PM Awas Yojana - Gramin: 65.54 lakh houses sanctioned for STs, with 52.54 lakh completed
by FY2024

Budget Enhancement: PM Awas Yojana outlay increased by 66% to over Rs. 79,000 crore
(FY2024)

Additional Construction: Announced construction of 3 crore additional houses (FY2025)

Jal Jeevan Mission: About 1.35 crore ST households provided piped water supply in
concentrated habitations

Swachh Bharat Mission: 1.48 crore Individual Household Latrines constructed for ST
households since 2014-15

Rural Development Allocation: Rs. 2.66 lakh crore for rural development including
infrastructure (FY2025)

DDU-GKY Training: 4.39 lakh candidates trained, including 84,156 ST candidates (FY2018-19
to FY2019-20)
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Social Justice and Protection Mechanisms

The government strengthened legal and institutional frameworks to protect SC and ST communities

from discrimination and atrocities.

Cross-Sectoral Integration and Monitoring

The government established robust monitoring mechanisms and integrated SC/ST welfare across

all ministries and departments.

PMKVY Training: 49.67 lakh candidates trained, including 2.13 lakh ST candidates (FY2018-19
to FY2019-20)

Skill India Mission: More than 6.5 lakh beneficiaries trained under PMKVY across all sections
including tribal communities

PM Vishwakarma Yojana: 5,03,161 candidates certified after basic training (as of July 2024)

Free Coaching Scheme: Rs. 74 crore spent over 5 years (FY2017-18 to FY2021-22) benefiting
8,761 SC and OBC students

SC/ST Jobseekers Scheme: Rs. 20.61 crore allocated for FY2025-26 through 25 National
Career Service Centres

Employment Linked Incentive (ELI) Scheme: First-time employees receive one month's wage
(up to Rs. 15,000), employers get incentives for 2 years

SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act: Rs. 506.02 crore released (January-November 2025) for
relief, rehabilitation, and inter-caste marriage incentives

Manual Scavenging Elimination: Legislative and institutional changes with financial support
for technology adoption announced in FY2020

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes: Budget allocation of Rs. 19.68 crore for FY2025-
26 with staff strength of 77

PESA Implementation: Review meetings held, Centre of Excellence proposed at IGNTU
Amarkantak, dedicated PESA portal creation, training manuals prepared

Forest Rights Act (FRA): NCST constituted district-level committees in Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, and Rajasthan to expedite land patta claims

Janjatiya Gaurav Divas: November 15 (Bhagwan Birsa Munda's birth anniversary) declared as
national celebration day (2021)

Multi-Ministerial Approach: 41-42 Central Ministries/Departments mandated to earmark 4.3%
to 17.5% of scheme allocations for tribal development

STC MIS Portal: Launched at https://stcmis.gov.in for real-time monitoring of TSP/STC/DAPST
funds

DAPSC Monitoring Portal: Real-time progress tracking of fund utilization across ministries

Finance Minister Reviews: Periodic meetings with Public Sector Banks on credit and welfare
schemes for SCs

Utilization Rates: DAPSC utilization improved from 75.91% (FY2020-21) to 90.85% (FY2022-
23)

Direct Benefit Transfer: Implemented for scholarships and welfare schemes ensuring
transparent disbursement

National Conference: Lok Sabha Speaker inaugurated National Conference of Chairpersons of
SC/ST Welfare Committees (August 2025)
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Measurable Socio-Economic Progress

Government initiatives resulted in significant improvements in key socio-economic indicators for SC

and ST communities.

Sector-Specific Initiatives

Multiple ministries integrated SC/ST welfare into their sectoral programs, demonstrating whole-of-
government approach.

Literacy Rate (ST): Improved from 47.1% (2001) to 59% (2011) to 71.6% (PLFS July 2020-June
2021)

Infant Mortality Rate (ST): Declined from 62.1 (2005-06) to 41.6 (2019-21)

Under Five Mortality Rate (ST): Declined from 95.7 (2005-06) to 50.3 (2019-21)

Institutional Delivery (ST): Increased from 17.7% (2005-06) to 82.3% (2019-21)

Child Immunization (ST): Increased from 31.3% (2005-06) to 76.8% (2019-21)

Poverty Reduction (ST): Rural poverty declined from 62.3% (2004-05) to 45.3% (2011-12)

Girls' Education: Gross Enrolment Ratio for girls exceeded boys across all education levels,
reaching 94.32% vs 89.28% at elementary level

Science and Technology: Rs. 98.70 crore (TSP) and Rs. 198.45 crore (SCSP) allocated in
FY2024-25; over 70,000 SC/ST candidates trained in advanced technologies under NM-ICPS

Tourism Development: Rs. 103 crore earmarked under Swadesh Darshan Scheme TSP
component, including support for 1,000 homestays in tribal areas (up to Rs. 5 lakh per
household)

Cultural Development: Rs. 207.24 crore allocated under Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana including
Special Component Plan for SCs (FY2024-25)

Banking Sector: PM SVANidhi disbursed 86 lakh loans totaling Rs. 11,680 crore benefiting 65
lakh street vendors (as
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Disclaimer

1. Thurro AI leverages Artificial Intelligence to generate summaries, insights, and analysis based on publicly

available data and source documents. While we aim for accuracy and reliability, the use of AI may result in

occasional errors, omissions, or misinterpretations. Users are advised to independently verify any critical

information before relying on it.

2. No Investment Advice: The information provided by Thurro, including all summaries, analytics, and
outputs, is for informational purposes only. It does not constitute investment advice, financial guidance, or a

recommendation to buy, sell, or hold any security. Thurro does not provide personalized advice and does not

act as a financial advisor.

3. User Responsibility: All decisions made using Thurro's data or outputs are solely the responsibility of the
user. Thurro shall not be held liable for any losses or damages arising from actions taken based on the

information provided.

4. Source Data Integrity: All data used by Thurro is sourced from publicly available documents, filings, and

third-party databases. While we endeavor to use reliable sources, Thurro does not independently audit or

guarantee the accuracy or completeness of these sources.

5. Evolving Outputs: As Thurro's models and datasets are updated over time, outputs may change. Users

should consider the timestamp and context of any insight or analysis and not rely on it as static or definitive.
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